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Brief history 

¸ The word Cuba means a ñgreat placeò. Prior to Spanish colonization 
the country was inhabited by American Indians with up to 150,000 
people when Columbus arrived in 1492 

 

¸ 1492-1898 Spanish colonization. Britain briefly controlled Havana  

     in 1762 but gave it back to Spain in exchange for Florida 

 



¸ Between 1790 & 1820 some 325,000 Africans were imported to 

    Cuba as slaves to work in sugar cane plantations 

 

 

 

 

 

¸ 1847 ï 1874 as many as 140,000 Chinese ñcontract workersò 

    coolies arrived Cuba to work in the sugar field & tobacco field  

     alongside the slaves. They were being seriously exploited and many 

     died before fulfilling the eight years working contract. This tragedy  

     finally ended after interference of the Chinese government 

 

 

 



 

¸ 1868-1878 rebellion against slavery resulted in the Ten Years War 
with 2,000 Chinese joined the rebel but was eventually crushed. 

     A memorial was erected saying that there was neither deserter nor  

     traitor among the Chinese soldiers. During late 19th C 5,000  

     Chinese immigrants arrived the country from USA to escape  

     racial discrimination & the Chinese population continued to grow 
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¸ Spanish American War of 1898 after the Maine incident. Spain lost 
to USA and left Cuba. 1902 Cuba became independent but remain 
as a United States Protectorate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¸ Cuba declared war against Imperial Germany in WWI. After the war 
Cuba was still a US colony in all but in name. A series of uprising 
followed in the 1930s until free election was conducted for the first 
time in 1940 



 

¸ 1952 Dictatorship under Fulgencio Batista. Cuba flourished 
economically but corruption was wide spread  

 

 

 

 

 

¸ 1953-1959 Cuba revolution. Ousting of Batista by the July 26 
Movement in 1959. Fidel Castro in power and country governed by 
the Communist Party of Cuba. Foreign investments nationalized. 
Received huge amount of aids from USSR 

 

 

 

 

 

¸ OAS (Organization of American States) sanction started. US severed 
diplomatic relationship in 1961 

 



¸ The Bay of Pigs incident April 17th 1961 planned by the CIA 

 



¸ The Missile Crisis between October & November 1962 almost led to 
a nuclear war between USA and Russia 

 

 

 

 

 

 


